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May Jeeva's fame live long! May his name and his goal be pure!
Let the tasks that he had left unfinished get accomplished. Let
not his defects find a place in the lives of others. I think of him
only with gratitude, affection, and comradeship. With the strength
I have derived from him, I shall maintain and foster my mental
development. We shall not, like men of other political parties, make
ourselves small by empty talk about the greatness of the deceased.
Jeeva's fame will not disappear with his physical body.

His work during his long years of public service was characterized
by high courage. He was a valiant man. He was an outstanding
bhakta of the people. I had known him for 16 years. I was then 29.
I had known Jeeva ever since I was a 13-year-old. I had always
regarded him as an elder, worthy of respect. Since I grew with him,
a thousand criticisms of him may come to my mind. But the respect
I feel towards him is not diminished. After his death, his image
looms very large in rny mind. I have written here whatever came into
my mind. Is it right to put all this down or is it wrong? As far as I am
concerned, I think it is right. Men are not perfect. I can say such things
softly in the proper place, taking due care to ensure that Jeeva's
fame remains untarnished.

NOTES
1P. Ramamurthi is at present a member of parliament and a prominent leader
of the Communist Party (Marxist). He is a very able and experienced parliamen-
tarian. At one time he had succeeded in captivating the educated classes in Tamil
Nadu by his oratorical skill. His personal and political life has been inextricably
intertwined with the communist movement in Tamil Nadu.
2V.O. Chidambaram Pillai was a respected friend of poet Subrahmanya
Bharati. He was an "extremist," belonging to Tilak's persuasion. A good scholar
in Tamil, Pillai was an uncompromising foe of imperialism. He entered the shipping
industry to challenge the British monopoly and sustained grievous losses. Ignored
and discarded by the Congress in his own lifetime, Pillai spent his last days in
poverty. That the swaraj'of his dreams is not yet a reality can be realized when one
reads Bharati's poems. Tamilians will ever honour the memory of Chidambaram
Pillai, the patriot.
3A.K. Gopalan, veteran Communist leader, orator, and parliamentarian, is
now a prominent figure in the Communist Party (Marxist).
4Ramani worked as a trade unionist in the Coimbatore area in the forties. He
is now a leader in the Communist Party (Marxist).
6Outstanding Tamil poet, introduced to the Tamil people by Mahakavi
Subrahmanya Bharati himself. Some of his poems on the toiling people and on the
Tamil language are superior to those of Bharati.